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To the Right Honourable the Cour ESL 
of HUNTINGDON; 
that eminent Example of the 
CHRISTIAN CAN DOux 
here recommended, 
and of every other Virtue and Grace, 
which can inſpire, ſupport, and adorn it ; 
the AuTHOR, 
finding himſelf (after repeated Attempts) 
incapable of writing any Dedication, 
under the Reſtraints which her Humility 
amidſt its utmoſt Indulgence 
has preſcribed him ; 


or to mention any Excellence which would not ſeeman Encomium on her; 


has choſen thus moſt reſpectfully 
to inſcribe this Diſcourſe : 
intreating that his farther Silence, 
in this Connection, 
may be interpreted by her LADñY SHIP, 
and by every RR A DER, 
as the moſt ſenſible and painful Proof 
he can give of the Deference 
Veneration and grateful Affection 
with which he is, her Ladysnie's 
moſt obliged and obedient humble Servant, 


P. DoppRI px. 
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Chriſtian Candour and Unanimity 
ſtated, illuſtrated and urged, &c. 


Pr., ii. 1 4 


If there be therefore any Conſolation 
in Chriſt, if any Comfort of Love, 
if any Fellowſhip of the Spirit, 
if any Bowels and Mercies ; fulfil 
ye my Joy, that ye be like-minded, 
having the ſame Love, being of 
one Accord, of one Mind. 


ss, a Teſt of true Eloquence 
that it is ſuited to ſtrike pow- 
erfully upon the Minds of all, 
however different in Genius 
* Education or Rank, I cannot 

but conclude that every one here preſent, 
muſt already * theſe Words to be 
a re- 


F it indeed be, as it certainly 
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a remarkable Specimen of it, even before we pro- 


ceed particularly to illuſtrate them, and, hay- 


ing felt ſomething of their plealing Energy 
white we have been reading them, is ready to 
confeſs that the Sentiment they contain is finely 
conceived, and pathetically expreſſed. But ill 
ſhall we anſwer the great Deſign of the Apo- 
{tle if we reſt in the meer Acknowledgment 
of this. His Views were much more worthy 
of him whoſe Miniſter he was: He la- 
boured to diffuſe, through the Breaſts of his 
fellow Chriſtians, that Spirit of Love, which 
was in his own, as a conſtant Spring of Li- 
ving Water. And what more convincing 
Proof can be given of the deplorable Diſor- 
der of Men's Minds, than that ſuch Ad- 
drefles, proceeding from ſuch a Man; yea, I 
will add, the yet more forcible Addreſs of 
his divine Maſter, and ours, ſhould have 
produced ſo little Effect: That ſuch Diſcord 


and Animoſity ſhould fo early, fo long, I 


had almoſt faid fo univerſally prevail in the 
Chriſtian. Church, amidſt all the Incentives, 
amidſt all the Intreaties, amidſt all the tender 


Adjurations, as well as the Godlike Exam- 


ples which the Sacred Oracles exhibit to 


charm us into the moſt endeared Affection. 


But alas theſe Incentives, and Intreaties, theſe 


Adjurations, and Examples are, overlooked, 


as not having Luſtre enough to detain our 
Attention: For we too generally ſeem to 
dy our Bibles (if we ſtudy them at 2 

of 
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for Amuſement or Oſtentation, rather than 
practical Inſtruction. We fix on ſome cu- 
rious Incident or high Speculation, and are 
firſt ingenious to explain it where it cannot be 
explained, and then impaflioned to defend 
it, as if it were fundamental Truth, till we 
beat out the Sacred Gold ſo thin, that every 
Breath of Air carries it away: Whilſt the 
plain Things which tend to inſpire an heavenly 
Temper, and lead us on to the moſt exalted 
Goodneſs, are flighily paſſed over; as too 
obvious, and too vulgar, to engage our At- 
tention or excite our Emulation. Thus we 
feed our Pride by what was intended to 
humble it, and make that the Prize of mu- 
tual Contention, which was deſigned to be 
the Band of Love. 

What wiſe Man has not obſerved this? 
What good Man has not lamented it ? Yet alas 
who ſo wiſe as in all Inſtances to have avoid- 
ed it? Who ſo good as to have exerted him- 
ſelf to the utmoſt to cure it? A cordial how- 

ever feeble Attempt of this kind will now be 
made, and ſo powerful are the Arguments fo 
alluring the Motives ſuggeſted in the Text, 
that if the Spirit of Wiſdom and of Love fo 
often, and I truſt ſo ſincerely invoked, may 
guide our Meditations upon them, we ma 
chearfully hope for ſome valuable Effects. 

And happy will it indeed be, it he may 
teach us to enter into theſe Words, with a 
Temper like that which the holy Apoſtle { 

B 2 St. 1 


2X r UE - ot en. on 


4 Chriſtian Candour and Unanimity 


St. Paul felt, when in his Bonds for the ſake 
of the Goſpel, and particularly for his Zeal 
in aſſerting the Calling and the Liberty of the 
Gentiles to whom he wrote; he addreſſed 
them with this tender and pathetick Intreaty. 
Tf there be therefore any Conſolation in Chriſt, 
if any Comfort of Love, if any Fellowſhip of the 
Spirit, if any Bowels and Mercies, fulfil ye 
my Toy; that ye be like-minded, having the 
ſame Love, being of one Accord, of one Mind. 
It may be here proper to enquire 


I. To what the Apoſtle is endeavouring 

to perſuade the Philippians. 

II. To conſider in how tender a Manner 
he addreſſes them, and what a variety 
of affecting Arguments he pleads with 
them, and then 

III. To conclude with ſome Adyices for 
maintaining and cultivating the Tem- 
per he ſo pathetically recommends, 


1 attempt it, my reverend and dear Bre- 
thren, with the greater Chearfulneſs, as 
from long Experience I am perſuaded, that 
all your Hearts are one with mine, in every 
Effort to ſpread Chriſtian Love, and as that 
uninterrupted Peace, and unalienated Affec- 
tion, which has ſo long reigned among our- 
ſelves will not only diſpoſe you to receive what 
I ſhall ſay with unprejudiced Minds; but will 
render it as agreeable to you, as it is in _ 

ra 


flated, illuſtrated and urged, &c. 5 


ral needful to the Chriſtian World. Long 
have we beheld, and bleſſed be God long 
have we felt, how good and how pleaſant a 
Thing it 1s for Brethren to dwell together in 
Unity (a); long has the Odour of this pre- 
cious Ointment filled our little Tabernacles 
with its Perfume. May the Dew deſcend on 
ail the Mountains of Sion, and the Lord more 
abundantly command the Bleſſing, even Life 
for evermore ! That Life of which fervent 
Chriſtian Love is the Earneſt, the Foretaſte, 
the Beginning ! 


I. We are to enquire to what it is, that 
the Apoſtle endeavours ſo affectionately to 
perſuade the Philippians. And here I might 
obſerve, It is in the general to fulfil bis Foy, 
and more particularly to do it by cultivating 
Unanimity, and Love, 

1. He urges them in the general fo fulfil 
his Joy, that is, to conduct themſelves in 
ſuch a manner as might cauſe him greatly 
to rejoice, This was in the general to be 
done by remembring their Chriſtian Cha- 
racter, and walking wortby of it, or as he 
expreſſes i it a few Verſes below, by working 
out their Salvation with Fear and Trem- 
bling (b), and by keeping themſelves blameleſs 
and harmleſs (e), and acting as the Children 
of God in the midſt of a crooked and perverſe 
Generation, that ſo they might ſhine as 

Lights 
(a) Pal, cxxxiii, 1. (b) Phil, ii. 12, (e) ver. 15. 
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Lights in the World, and hold forth with Ad- 
vantage the Word of Life. Paul, like the 
beloved Diſciple St. John, had no greater 
Pleaſure than to ſee bis Children walking in 
the Truth (d), and therefore elſewhere ſays, 
ae live, if ye fland faſt in the Lord (e). 
Now betore we proceed to what is more 
peculiar to our Subject, let us pauſe for a few 
Moments on this edifying, this animating 
Conſideration, Let us as it were in our de- 
vout Meditations, pay a Viſit to this illuſtri- 
ous Confeſſor in his Chains at Rome, for he 
was now a Prifoner there, that we may learn 
how his Mind was employed in the midſt of 
his Confinement, his Straits, and his Sor- 
rows — To enquire what would have af- 
forded him the moſt ſenſible Joy, ſo far as 
others could be Inſtruments of affording it? 
Not that his Eloquence ſhould be admired, 
or his Neceſſities relieved, or his Liberty re- 
ſtored, or his Patience and Magnanimity ap- 
plauded, but that his Chriſtian Converts 
might behave in Character; that the Ho- 
nour of their Profeſſion, and their own 
Happineſs might be moſt effectually ſecured. 
Only let your Converſation be as becomes the 
Goſpel (f), and then if Bonds and Impriſon- 
ments await me, yea, if I be offered upon the 
Sacrifice and Service of your Faith, I joy and 
rejoice with you all g); and Icall upon you 


al 


(d) 3 John ver, 4. (e) 1 Theſſ. iii, 8. (f) Phil. 
b 27 (g) Phil. ii. 17. 
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alſo to congratulate me: For none of theſe 
things move me neither count J (in a Cauſe 
like this) even my Life dear unto me (h). 
But it is evident that whatever may be com- 
prehended in fulfilling the Apoſile's Foy, the 
Phraſe has a peculiar Reference to the Me- 
thod he preſcribes, wherein they might effect 
it, which we are next to conſider. 

2, He urges them to do it, by cultiva- 
ting Unanimity and Love. 

As we render the ſecond Verſe, this 
muſt be the Senſe of the whole: Be like- 
minded, having the ſame Love, of one Accord, 
of one Mind, Admitting for the preſent this 
Verſion, which I think may be conſiderably 
improved, common Senſe will not allow us 
to underſtand it as an Exhortation, to be all 
entirely of the ſame Opinion in every reli- 
gious Sentiment about which they might ex- 
erciſe their Enquiries. For conſidering the 
Diverſity of Men's Capacities, and Oppor- 
tunities of Improvement, that is abſolute- 
ly impoſſible. Had Paul condeſcended to 
enter into the minuteſt Detail of Doctrines 
and Principles that can be imagined, had his 
Form of Words been as artificial and elabo- 
rate, as that of any Scholaſtick Divine, and 
his Decrees as large as thoſe of the moſt vo- 
luminous Councils, and Synods of ſucceed- 
ing Ages; yet ſtill, while the Apprehenſions 
and Underſtandings of Men had continued 

of 
ch) Acts xx. 24, 
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of a different Size, different Interpretations 
might have been put upon his Words, even 
by good and honeſt, much more by deſign- 
ing and prevaricating Men; when Intereſt on 
the one Hand and Reſentment on the other, 
had given an Edge to their Invention, Leaſt of 
all could ſuch an Unanimity as we are now 
ſpeaking of, be effected by mere Intreaties: 
And it is very obſervable, we here meet with 
no Arguments or Deciſions, by which one 
Doctrine 1s eſtabliſhed rather than another, 
about which there could be any ſuppoſed Dif- 
ference, or one ſpeculative Sentiment or diſ- 
puted Practice pointed out, in which they 
are ſo earneſtly exhorted to agree: Not now 
to infiſt upon it, that where there was ſuch 
a perfect Uniformity, a peaceful Diſpoſition 
would have been Matter of very little Praiſe, 
and might ſeem only Self-love diverfified and 

refleted. | | 
Wr are neceſſitated therefore, by the Ab- 
ſurdity of ſuch an Interpretation, eſpecially 
in this Connexion, to ſeek out for another: 
And we ſhall more eaſily attain it in its 
greateſt Perſpicuity, by a little varying our 
Verſion of the original Words. tiz'ro ado 
gponile mm an c ies, that ye may be una- 
nimous, maintaining the ſame Love cuνjuN⁰ 
To & gporailss having your Souls joined together in 
attending to the one Thing. On this Inter- 
pretation, it will be as if he had ſaid be 
-« unanimous in affection, if you cannot 5 
1 cc 0 
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© in Opinion, agree on cultivating the ſame 
© Love, however your Judgments, yea, and 
* in ſome Inſtances your Practices may be 
« divided. And that you may be | ſo ce- 
te mented, let all the Ardor of your Souls 
e be combined in attending more and more 
te to the one great Thing, which ought to be 
te the leading Concern of every Chriſtian, 
ee the Advancement of vital, practical Ho- 
« lineſs-:” This might well be underſtood, 
though it was not particularly expreſſed and 
deſcribed, it being fo obvious to all that 
knew any thing of the Goſpel, that it was 
the great Deſign in which it centered; and 
having been ſpoken of by our Lord, in a 
very celebrated Oracle, under the Title of 
the one Thing needful (i). 6 

AND in this View we may conſider the 
Apoſtle as addreſſing himſelf, not only to his 
Friends at Philippi, but to all Chriſtians of 
every Nation and Age: And thus ſupported 
by his Authority, I may addreſs you, my 
Brethren, that hear me this Day, whether in 
the Miniſtry or in private Life. 

To agree in our - Sentiments as to every 
Point of Doctrine or Diſcipline, or as to the 
Authority, or Expediency of every Rite of 
Worſhip that may be in Queſtion, is abſo- 
lutely impoſſible. The beſt of Men differ, 
their Underſtandings differ, various Aſſocia- 
tions have been accidentally formed, and dif- 

C — 2 


(i) Luke x. 42, 
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ferent Principles have been innocently, and 
"ry devoutly, admitted, which, even in a 
Courſe of juſt and ſenſible Reaſoning, muſt 
neceſſarily lead to different Concluſions, Ac- 
cordingly we find that in this Age, enlight- 
ened as it is (and ſo far as the Aids of Lite- 
rature can go, I am perſuaded no Age was 
ever more enlightened) the wiſeſt and the 
beſt of Men at home and abroad have plea- 
ded the Cauſe on either fide of various Queſ- 
tions, which to both have ſeemed impor- 
tant, without being able to produce Convic- 
tion. The Event of many a voluminous 
Controverſy has been this; that Men of con- 
trary Parties have fat down more attached to 
their own Opinions than they were at the 
beginning, and much more eſtranged in their 
Affections: The Champions ſomething ſore 
with the rough Uſage Way have winkals re- 
ceived in the Combat, and the Partizans of 
each ſo heinouſly diſpleaſed, at the Obſti- 
nacy of their Brethren, in refuſing to yield 
to ſuch unanſwerable Arguments, that they 
can hardly now condeſcend to own them for 
Brethren. And when this is the caſe, what 
is further to be done? The Laws of human 
Nature, the Laws of Chriſt, will. not permit 
of force on either Side; and bleſſed be God the 
Laws of our Country forbid it too, which if 
they did not, I much fear that neither the Voice 
of Nature or Scripture would be heard by 
many, Since then after all that has been ſaid, 
or 


fated, illuftrated and urged, &c. 1 x 
or that can be faid, we muſt live together, 
let us, by every conſideration of Prudence 
and of Tenderneſs, be entreated to live not 
only in Peace but in Love, in a free inter- 
courſe of all the good Offices in our Power, 
as well as with a ſtrict Care not to injure and 
afflict each other by unkind Treatment, or 
Cenſures unneceſſarily harſh, Truth is in- 
| deed too ſacred a Thing ever to be denied 
on any Conſideration; and ſo far as we are 
in our own. Conſciences perſuaded that any 
particular Truth is important, neither Honour 
nor Charity will allow us to give it up, as a 
Point of mere indifferent Speculation. Let 
us therefore ever be ready, when properly cal- 
led out to the Service, to plead its Cauſe in 
the Name of the God of Truth; but let it 
be in a Manner worthy of him, a Manner 
which may not offend him as the God of 
Love. And let us be greatly upon our Guard 
that we do not condemn our Brethren, as 
having forfeited all Title to the Name of 
Chriſtians, becauſe their Creeds or Confeſſions 
of Faith do not come up to the Standard of 
our own, Yea if it were in a Matter which 
ſeemed of ſo great Importance as to give us 
ſome room to ſuſpect that the Miſtake were 
fatal, (which ſurely nothing can be that does 
not greatly affect Men's Temper and Con- 
duct towards God, and each other) even that 
Conſideration ſhould engage us to Gentleneſs 
and Tenderneſs, rather than Severity to 

C0 them; 
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them ; if peradventure our friendly and re- 
ſpectful Carriage may gain ſuch a happy Ai- 
cendant over their Minds, as to remove their 
Prejudices againſt our Reaſons: For the Rea- 
ſons in ſuch important Matters muſt ſurely be 
ſo forcible that nothing but very ſtrong Pre- 
judices could obſtruct their Efficacy; Preju- 
dices too, which on our own Principles, we 
may endanger their Souls by encreaſing, 
Bor where we and our Brethren agree in 
attending to the one Thing which Chriſtianity 
was deſigned to teach us; ſurely an Agree- 
ment in that ſhould unite our Minds, more 
than any Difference, conſiſtent with that A- 
greement, ſhould divide them. To reve- 
rence with filial Duty and Love, the God of 
Heaven, and to adore him with Integrity of 
Heart ; to honour Jeſus his Son, as his brigh- 
teſt Image, ſubſcribing to the Truth of all he 
is known to have revealed, and the Autho- 
rity of all he is apprehended to command ; 
confcientiouſly to abſtain from every known 
Evil, and to practiſe, ſo far as human Infir- 
mity will permit, the comprehenfive Pre- 
cepts of living ſoberly, righteouſly, and god- 
ly; Hill looking for the Mercy of our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal Life, aſſuredly ex- 
pecting a future Judgment, and an eternal 
World, carefully endeavouring to prepare for 
both, by ſetting the Affections on thoſe great 
Objects, which the Goſpel opens to our 
i View ; and finally being habitually ready to 
| 3 | ſacrifice 


N 


— — — —— — 


fated, illuſtrated and urged, &c. 13 


facrifice Life and all its Enjoyments, to that 
bleſſed Hope ;—— this, this, my Brethren, 
is the eſſential Character of every Chriſtian, 
and where we ſee this, ſhould we eſteem it a 
difficult Thing to live peaceably with him in 
whom we diſcern it ? Should we arrogate it 
to ourſelves as any high Praiſe, that we do 
not cenſure, that we do not grieve, that 
we do not injure him, becauſe he follows not 
us? Is this the Man to be hated or ſuſpected, 
I will add, can we refuſe to eſteem and em- 
brace him, merely becauſe he worſhips in 
another Aſſembly, or according to a different 
Form, becauſe he expreſſes his Apprehen- 
ſions about ſome of theſe Doctrines in diffe- 
rent Words, becauſe he cannot ſee all that we 
think we diſcern in ſome Paſſages of Scrip- 
ture, or becauſe he imagines he ſees ſome- 
thing which we diſcern not? Is it after all 
ſo great a Matter, to love a Character, which, 
amidſt all its Imperfections, is in the general 


fo juſtly amiable? Nay, inſtead of thinking 


much of any Acts of Kindneſs, which it is 
in our Power to perform for ſuch a Fellow- 
- Diſciple, Ought we not rather to lament 
that we can do no more for his Service? 
Ought we not to endeavour rather to ſupply 
in our fervent Prayers to God the Lack of 
that further Service, which Chriſtian Bene- 
volence dictates, but which the narrow Li- 
mits of our Condition and our, Nature will 
not allow us to perform ? 
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_ MgTarinxks the Matter might ſafely be 
reſted here, and that the very. Deſcription of 
Chriſtian Charity, and its proper Objects, 
might engage every Heart to cultivate it. Nor 
is it eaſy to expatiate beyond the juſt Boun- 
dary of ſuch an Argument. But I ſhould be 
inexcuſable, if while J have this Text before 
me, I ſhould deprive you of the Pleaſure 
which every benevolent Mind muſt undoubt- 


edly feel, in contemplating, what we are to 
conſider, 


II. In how tender a Manner the Apoſtle 
addreſſes himſelf to theſe Chriſtians, and 
conjures them to cultivate the Temper he 
had been recommending. And no Words 
but his own will ſo properly repreſent this. 
He pleads the Conſolation of Chriſt, the Com- 
fort of Love, the . ellowſhi po of the Spirit, the 
Bowels of Mercy. Conſiderations, which if 
I can but lluſtente, there will be little occa- 


ſion to enforce them by * Arguments of 
my own. 


1, He pleads with them the Conſolation 
of Chriſt, | 
Tunis moſt ſtrongly implies, that many | 
Important Conſolations ariſe from him, and 
that they will all properly regarded conſpire 
in diſpoſing us to mutual Love. 
THAT numberleſs Conſolations do indeed 
flow to the truc Believer from the Lord Feſus 
Chrift, 
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Chrift, is too obvious to need being proved at 
large. Yet, O how delightful would it be, to 
attempt a little to illuſtrate the Point if my 
Time would permit! How delightful to ſpeak 
of the genuine and ſtrong Conſolation to be de- 
rived from the Offices he bears—from the 
Benefits he imparts—and from the Figures 
pnder which he is repreſented in Scrip- 
ture! 

How delightful would it be to me to 
ſpeak, and to you to hear of this faithful 
and infallible Prophet, who brings us ſo 
compleat a Revelation of the Divine Will, in 
ſo plain and ſo condeſcending a Manner! Of 
this great Higb-Prieſt, holy, harmleſs, unde- 
filed (k), who made his own Life our 
Sacrifice, who is now, in Virtue of* it, in- 
terceding in our Favour before the Throne of 
God, and lives for ever to attend this friendly 
important Office! Of our moſt gracious Sove- 
reign, who rules with conſummate Wiſdom 
and proportionable Goodneſs; and is ever 
ready to exert the Power with which he is in- 
veſted at the right-hand of God, to defend 
us from every Evil, and to make us more 
than Conquerors (I) over his Enemies and 
our own! Of that kind Surety who has un- 
dertaken our Cauſe, and paid off our dreade 
ful Debt, that he might reſcue us from that 
Priſon from whence there is no Redemption: 
Of that compaſſionate Shepherd, who ha- 


ving 


(ky Heb, vii. 26, () Rom, viii, 37, 
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ving generouſly given his Life for the Sheep (m), 


folds the weakeſt of the Flock in his gra- 
cious Arms, and carries the Lambs in his Bo- 
ſom (n)! | 

Ap where ſhould I bound my Diſcourſe, 
if I were to ſpeak of thoſe Conſolations, 
which flow from the Benefits that Chriſt be- 
ſtows! From the Pardon he proclaims, the 
compleat Pardon of the moſt aggravated 
Sins! From the Peace which he reſtores to 
our troubled Conſciences! From the Cures 
he performs on the diſeaſed Powers of our 
Natures! From the Strength he diffuſes 
through the infeebled Soul! From the Joys 
which his chearing Spirit gives, and the delight- 
ful Proſpect which his Goſpel opens; which 


it opens not merely with Reſpect to the hap- 


py Spirit, when it has ſhaken off this Bur- 
then of Fleſh and Blood, and ſprings to its 


bleſſed Aſſociates in the intermediate State; 


but eſpecially after the Reſurrection; when 
inhabiting a glorious, a ſpiritual, a vigorous, 


an incorruptible Body faſhioned after the Mo- 


del of bis bleſſed Redeemer (o), the compleat 
Man ſhall be forever with the Lord! 

Tus Views, Sirs, will juſtify all the 
livelieſt and moſt beautiful Figures, under 
which ſo glorious and adorable a Saviour is 
deſcribed in Scripture: As the Roſe of Sharon, 
and the Lilly of the Vallies, as the 22 92 
. ; e 


(m) John x. 11. (n) Iſaiah xl. 11, 


fated, illuſtrated and urged, &c. 17 


Life that comes down from Heaven ; as the 
true Vine; as the Pearl of great Price; as 
the cleanſing Fountain ; as the ſhady Rock; as 
the Morning Star; as the Sun of Righteouſ- 
neſs, Nay, muſt I not add, theſe Views 
will teach us as it were to call for a new | 
Creation, to open upon us; to call for ſome- f 
thing fairer than Roſes and Lillies, richer 
than Pearls, ſweeter than Manna, more ge- 
nerous than the richeſt Productions of the 
Vine, more refreſhing than Shades, or Streams, 
yea brighter than Stars, or the Sun itſelf, to 1 
ſet forth the Glory of Jeſus, and deſcribe the ; 
Conſolations which flow to our Souls from ö 
him. | 
Bu r you recolle& to what Purpoſe theſe / 

Confolations are here mentioned; that by 

them we might be entreated to mutual Love, 

And, O how forcible is the Concluſion ! 

The Conſciouſneſs of Happineſs ſweetens and 

exalts the Soul, it makes it capable of nobler 

and mare generous Sentiments, eſpecially 

when Happineſs, like this of ours, is confer- 

red on thoſe that were once the Children 

of Miſery ; and conferred, not by Merit, 

but by rich compaſſionate Bounty, by over- 23 

flowing Grace and Mercy. That muſt be a ; 

mean and ſtubborn Saul indeed which is not 
' Melted with ſuch Goodneſs, and which is not 
full of a Deſite to impart What it has o 

freely received. | 


Esp E- 
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ESPECIALLY may theſe Conſolations 
operate here, when we conſider thoſe who 
are recommended to our benevolent Affec- 
tions, as ſharing in them with ourſelves, 
Where, the full Communication to all leaving 
no Room for Envy, the Thoughts of being 
Joint-proprietors muſt naturally be a Source 
of Love: For every one who is admitted to a 
Share in theſe Bleſſings, is honoured and 
adorned by them: is not only exhibited to 
us as. the Object of our Redeemer's Love, 
which ſurely ſhould greatly recommend him 
to ours, but is made lovely in Conſequence 
of it, and that with this further important 
and endearing Circumſtance, that he is de- 
ſtined by our-glorious Maſter to dwell with 
us and with him in a World of final and 
everlaſting Felicity, Let our Souls enter into 
the attractive Thought. However we now be 
divided; if we are indeed the Members of 
Chriſt, one Temple ſhall at length contain 
us, one Anthem ſhall at length unite our 
Voices, one Object of ſupreme Love for 
ever fill, and by filling, cement our Heart. 
Such Conſolations have we in Chriſt, ſuch 
are the Engagements in Love which reſult 
from them! uniting to diſplay what we are 
ſecondly to conſider | 

2. Tae Comfort of Love, which the A- 
poſtle urges as a diſtin Argument, And 
certainly there is great Comfort in it, Com- 
fort too great and too ſweet to be diſplayed 

| in 
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in one ſingle Branch of a Diſcourſe, and 
which I rather wiſh you may all learn by 
Experience than by Report, which at beſt 
muſt be very imperfect. But it is moſt ob- 
vious theſe Comforts are powerful and divine. 
Love not only guards the Mind from the fu- 
rious and diabolical Paſſions of Rage, Envy, 


Malice and Revenge, which tear it like a 


Whirlwind, which corrode it like a Cancer, 
which conſume it like Rottenneſs in the Bones, 
but fills it with a thouſand gentle and pleaſing 
Senſations. Love diſtils a fragrant Balm into 
the Soul, that while it heals the Wound 
which contrary Paſſions have made, diffuſes 


a moſt grateful and reviving Perfume, moſt 


juſtly compared, in the Paſſage I referred to 
above, o the Ointment poured on Aaron's 
Head, or the refreſhing Dew deſcending on 
Hermon and Sion (p), and making all the 
Country between them to ſhare in its copious 
Bleſſings. 

Wo can enjoy himſelf even in the great- 
eſt Plenty, while his Heart is full of unkind 
Paſſions to any, eſpecially to his Brethren ? 
Who could reſt in a Palace amidſt ſuch 
Diſturbers, far more intolerable than the 
Swarms of Flies that inveſted Pharaob's gild- 
ed Roof, or the Frogs that came up to the 
very Chambers of the King (q)? But a be- 
nevolent and generous Heart' will make the 
plaineſt Accommodations delightful, and as 
. D 2 Solo- 


| (p) PC, ci. 2, 3. (% Exod, vi. 24—3. 
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Solomon, who was ſo exquiſitely acquainted 
with human Nature, teſtifies, will render & 


Dinner of Herbs where love is, better than a 
flalled Ox and Hatred Rancour and Malice 


with it (r). Hatred has Torment, more ſenſi- 
ble than Fear : Torment ſufficient to turn 
Heaven itſelf into Hell, as it in a manner 
did, before thoſe wretched Spirits, who. firſt 
entertained it, were, by God's righteous Judg- 
ment driven out from thence. But Love, 
joined with that fervent Devotion which ſo 


well agrees. with it, and indeed is inſpired by 


it, will turn the meaneſt and moſt incom- 
modious Dwelling. on Earth into a Paradiſe, 


yea into the delightful Anticipations of Hea- 


ven itſelf, And therefore has a gracious God, 
though his own Felicity is perfectly indepen- 
dent on the greateſt Height of our Love, or 
the moſt total Deficiency of it, required us 
to love himſelf, and to love one another, 
that we might continually feel the nodleſt 
Pleaſure, a Pleaſure like that which he feels 
in the Conſciouſneſs of his own moſt perfect 


Goognels, and in the Survey of his Creatures 
as made happy by it: And I hope I offend 
not in adding, a Pleaſure which, as our Na- 

tures are conſtituted, Omnipotence itſelf could 

not communicate to us in any other Vehicle 
but that of Love. But we muſt not forget 


the third Topic of Argument which the Apo- 


I's 3. Tux 
e) Prov, xv. 17. | 


* 


 fated, illuſtrated and urged, &c. 21 

3. Tux Fellowſhip of the Spirit. Now 
it is implied as the Foundation of this Argu- 
ment, that all Chriſtians do indeed partake 
of one Spirit. As the Apoſtle expreſſes it, 
by one Spirit we are all baptized into one Body, 
und have all been made to drink into one Spi- 
rit (r); and this is pleaded as an endearin 
Conſideration, not only here, but elſewhere, 
Keep the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of 
Peace—there is one Spirit (s). And it is indeed 
ſo, Hereby we become Members one of ano- 
ther, we are one Body, as animated by one 
Spirit, It is alſo the Gift of Chriſt as our 
common Head, and given that it may adorn 
us, and by ſo adorning may unite us; as in- 
deed what can render the Soul more amiable 
than to be animated, to be impregnated with 

this Spirit, whoſe Fruits are ſo celeſtial and 
divine? Hear how the Apoſtle, in whom it 
ſo eminently reigned repreſents its Effects, 
the Fruit of the Spirit is Love, Joy, Peace, 
Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Googneſs, Faith, 
Meekneſs, Temperance (u); and ſurely. theſe 
Fruits, fair as they appear when conſidered 
in themſelves, mult render-thoſe who paſſeſs 
them ſo much the more amiable, when con- 
ſidered as proceeding from this ſacred. Prig- 
ciple: For thus they render the Perſons who 
poſſes them venerable; and we the more 
falily love where we greatly eſteem, , Does 
, ) 1 Cor, xii, 13. $) Eph. iv, 3, 4. 
{t) G4 v. 22, 23. 1 2 N 
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Does not the holy Spirit himſelf diſdain to 
deſcend and dwell in ſuch Souls, and there 
to plant theſe noble and glorious Fruits, and 
ſhall I diſdain them ? Shall all the rich Trea- 
ſure that he has lodged there, go for nothing 
with me, becauſe he has not' added this or 
that Circumſtance ? Becauſe he has not taught 
them to judge exactly with me, and inclined 
them to worſhip with me? Surely to argue 
thus would be to grieve and affront this Spi- 
rit of Goodneſs. And let us not think to 
ſecure ourſelves by ſaying they have it not, 
On men apparently ſenſual, cruel, and wick- 
ed, we may indeed paſs this cenſure ; what- 
ever their religious Profeſſion may be: But 
where Appearances are fair, we ſhould be 
cautious of drawing ſuch a Concluſion ; 
ſhould rather be ready to ſuſpe& ourſelves, 
and ſay have I indeed the Spirit of God, 
.« the Spirit of Wiſdom, of Candour, of 
„ Love, when I thus judge my Brethren, 
hen in honour Iprefer myſelf to them (x)? 
„When T1 ſay let me take the Mote out of 
e thine Eye, and conſider not the Beam that is 
„ mine own (y)?” Let us not thus grieve the 
 boly Spirit of God, if we deſire to preſerve any 
Hope of being ſealed by it to the Day of Re- 
© demption (2). The Senſe and the Force of 
this Argument is' apparent; though it may 
perhaps be a little difficult preciſely to fix 5 
3210 | ; a 0 
(x) Rom. xiv, 10, xii, 10. | (y) Matt. vii. 3. 
(2) Eph, iv. 30. ; 


paſſionate, 


ated, illuſtrated and urged, &c. 23 


of the next, to which we muſt now pro- 


8 He pleads the Bowels of Mercies : For 
Bowels and Mercies are not to be underſtood 
as ſignifying different things, but, by an uſual 
Hebraiſm, Bowels of Mercy, that is the ten- 
dereſt Compaſſion, by which the Bowels are 
ſtruck and cauſed to yearn : And the general 

Meaning to be ſure is, if ye have learnt the 
Compaſſion of Chriſtians. This implies, that 
it was intended that Chriſtians ſhould be com- 
If there are Bowels in human 
Nature, how much more tenderly muſt they 
move, when inſtructed by the holy Diſcipline 


of the Goſpel? This the Genius of our Reli- 
gion very evidently ſhows ; as it gives us ſo 
many Precepts of Compaſſion, and as it gives 
us ſo bright an Example of it, in him whoſe 
whole Hiſtory is the Hiſtory of Compaſſion 


and Love. 


And need I name him to you ? 


O Sirs, from whom can we learn this leſſon 
if not from Jeſus the Son of God, whoſe 
Pity, whoſe Pity for us, for our otherwiſe 
hopeleſs Ruin, brought him down from his 
exalted Glory, cloathed him in theſe mean 
Garments of mortal Fleſh, which we wear, 
and when it had made him a Man, made 
him a Sacrifice too, and triumphed over all 
the Agony, and all the Infamy of the Croſs, 
that it might raiſe us to Life and Glory? O 
let us ſtudy this generous compaſſionate Love 


in its various Circumſtances, till every ſtern 


and 
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and ſtubborn Paſſion be ſubdued in our 
Hearts, till we feel our Souls melted into 
Streams of Love, and diſpoſed to put on the 
Lord Jeſis Chrift; for greater Love has no 
Man than this, that a Man fhould lay down 
brs Life for his Friend (a), and yet when we 
were Enemies Chriſt died for us (b). 

Bur it is poſhble St. Paul might mean 
particularly to apply to their chriſtian Com- 

paſfion for him, as if he had faid; © If on 
3 the whole you pity the Load of Affliction 
te under which I am lying, for the Goſpel, 
* and would not grieve me yet more than 
« all my Enemies can diſtreſs me ; if you 
« would rather comfort and ſupport me un- 
« der what I ſuffer from them, ſhow it 
« thus. Let Paul amidft all his Labours 
« and Sorrows have this Joy, that you love 
« one another; that you are ready to every 
„ kind and friendly Action, and ſhew a 
« true Chriſtian Magnanimity, as well as 
« Gentleneſs of Mind, in looking higher 
« than thoſe things which are ſo often the 
« Cauſes of Diſcord, to the great Conſidera- 
« tion which have fo ſtrong a Tendency to 
« unite us.“ 

Such, my. Seer Brethren, and Friends, 
ſuch are the Arguments which St. Paul urges, 
and let us endeavour to retain a Senſe of them 
upon our Hearts. Let me, as it were, ad- 

We as nn, me 2 as beat me this Day, 


by 


0 John xv. 13. (b) Rom. v. 8. 


ated, illuſtrated and urged, &c. 25 
by the Conſolations of Chriſt, if they are 
ſweet to you, by his Offices, by his Benefits, 
by all the Repreſentations which the Scrip- 
ture makes of him, by the endearing Ten- 
derneſs and Delight of this moſt noble god- 
like Affection of the human Mind, by the 
Love of that holy Spirit which unites us 
into one Body, and is, as it were, the common 
Soul of it, by all the Compaſſions which as 
Chriſtians you ought to feel for each other, 
and we the Miniſters of Chriſt would add, 
(if that may avail any thing, as ſurely it may,) 
by all your Compaſſions to 25, if we may 
indeed pretend to any Merit with you, fot 
all that we do, or for all that we reſign upon 
your Account, for all our moſt affectionate 
Care for your Edification, working frequently 
by Night as well as by Day, attending us into 
every Place, and every Service publick or 
private; an Affection which I hope, and I 
truſt in the Lord, would bear us chearfully 
to Bonds and Impriſonments, or to Death it- 
ſelf for your Eſtabliſhment in our common 
Faith. If any of theſe Conſiderations, if all 
of them united can have any weight, be una- 
nimous, having your Minds joined in the ſame 
Love, and attending to the one thing ; thus fulfil 
Je our Foy, which is herein the Joy of our 
common Lord too, and which will be your 
Joy, amidſt the various Inconveniencies in- 
ſeparable from mortal Life. Cultivate more 
and more that lovely Fe which having 
| | . en» 
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ennobled as well as delighted your Spirits, 
having rendered you the Ornament of Reli- 
gion, and dear in the Eyes of Men, and of 
God, will prepare you for, and through the 
Grace of the Redeemer tranſmit you to, the 
Regions of everlaſting Love, and will there 
continue for ever to delight and adorn you, 
when Faith and Hope ſhall ceaſe, and all 
our preſent Cauſes of Contention ſhall be long 
forgot. But I would hope you feel the Force 
of theſe Motives, and begin to be impatient 
for thoſe Advuices for maintaining and pro- 
moting this bleſſed Temper, which I gave 


« 


you reaſon | 

diy, To expect at the Concluſion of this 
Diſcourſe. And here as I intend rather to 
ſuggeſt ſome uſeful and comprehenſive Hints, 
than to expatiate upon them, I ſhall not 
range them under diſtin&t Heads, but offer 
them bricfly as they roſe in my Mind, 

FT will be one Step towards attaining this 
excellent Temper, * earneſtly to defire to 
« attain it,” And that we may, let us of- 
ten reflect with ourſelves how amiable and 
how excellent it is! What an Ornament, 
and indeed, with all its Meekneſs, and Ten- 
derneſs, what a Defence to true Chriſtianity ! 
Let us aceuſtom ourſelves to think, fo far as 
our . beſt Information reaches, what the face 
of the Chriſtian Church has in fa& been, 
amidſt all the mutual Animoſities that have 
reigned, among its Members; and, on of 
” | | other 
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other hand; let us try to imagine what it 
would have been, if that pacific, gentle, 
beneficent Tetnper which the Goſpel recom- 
mends had conſtantly, had generally been 
prevalent, and every angry, turbulent, malig- 
nant Thought and Paſſion, had been brought 
into ſweet Subjection to the Laws of Chriſt, 
But who can make the Computation, whe- 
ther we conſider its Aſpect on preſent or on 
future Happineſs? Who can calculate how 
widely Chriſtianity would have been ſpread, 
while the admiring World had been charmed 
by ſo bright a Light, had been melted by fo 
celeſtial a Flame? Who can imagine what 
Delights had ſprung up in every Breaſt, and 
how they had been multiplied by Neflection 
from each? Above all, who can conceive 
how large a Colony the Regions of perfect 
Love and Bleſſedneſs would have feceived 
from the peopled Earth : A Colony increaſed 
by how many Thouſands and Millions of 
oſe, who, filled with Rancour and Ha- 
tred, are now alas gone down to fital De- 
ſtruction, and feel an Hell of malignant 
Paſſions within, which will be Matter of 
everlaſting Torment to themſelves, and all 
their wretched Companions. | 
* LET us often think of the Mceknefs and 
* Gentleneſs of Chrift and of his Apoſtles,” 
particularly of St. Paul, and render familiar 
to our Minds the many candid Maxims, and 
Principles, with which his Writings abound. 
E 2 Let 


28 Chriftlian Candour and Unanimity 


Let us remember, as he has admoniſhed 
us, that the Kingdom of God is not Meat and 
Drink, but Righteouſneſs and Peace and Foy 
in the Holy Ghoſt (c). That as for ſome parti- 
cular ritual Obſervances, though the Impo- 
ſition of them muſt indeed be diſpleaſing to 
God, yet the Practice or the Omiſſion does 
not affect our Share in his Favour, if Con- 
ſcience be not violated. Neither F we eat 
are we the better, neither if we eat not are 
we the worſe (d). Let us remember the very 
ſame Principle, and that a very good one, 
indeed the very beſt of all Principles, the 
Defire of pleaſing God, may, to Perſons un- 
der different Apprehenſions, produce a quite 
different Conduct. He that regards a Day 
may regard it to the Lord, and as for him that 
regards not a Day, it may be out of a conſcien- 
tious Regard to the Lord that he does not re- 
gard it (e). When we are tempted to make 
our own Taſte and Reliſh the Standard to 
which all our Brethren ſhould bow, let us 
remember that Chri/t pleaſed not himſelf ; and, 
when we are ready on the one hand Yo judge 
our Brethren, or on the other Hand 7o deſpiſe 
them, let us call up to our Aſſiſtance that 
awful Tribunal before which we are all in a 
little time to appear (, that the account we 
have to give of ourſelves to Chriſt may awe 
our Spirits, and reſtrain us from that Severity 
| on 


| le) Rom. xiv. 17. (d) 1 Cor. viii. 8. 
(e) Rom. xiv, 6. (f) Rom. xiv, 10, 12. 
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on our Part, which might ſeem to challenge, 
a Severity on his; which the beſt of us could 
never be able to ſupport under, 

e IF unkind Thoughts againſt our Bre- 
e thren ariſe in our Minds, let us ſuppreſs 
* them,” for by being vented they gain 
Strength, and one Injury is apt to beget 
another, If therefore we are obliged, as we 
ſometimes may be, to plead the Cauſe of 
Truth and of Liberty, though our Antago- 
niſts may poſſibly give us great perſonal Ad- 
vantages againſt them, yet let us not be too 
ready to take oreven to obſerve them, but let 
us rather ſhew a noble Superiority to injurious 
Uſage, and learn to anſwer Confidence and 
Petulance, Cenſoriouſneſs and Severity with 
Calmneſs and Gentleneſs, with Reaſonings 
indeed as ſtrong as poſſible, but with a re- 
ſolute guard upon our Tempers ; leſt we 
become like thoſe whom we blame, and 
condemn, in what is their Folly, and will 
upon the whole be the Diſadvantage of their 
Cauſe; for whatever little turn it may for 
the preſent ſerve, it will of courſe recoil upon 
them at laſt, and the more ſtrongly when it 
ſeems to do it by its own natural Spring, 
while we are too generous to urge it to the 
laſt Extremity. * | 

* LET thoſe of us who appear under pub- 
* lick Characters be very careful that we 
* do not on any Occaſion paſſionately in- 
* veigh againſt our Brethren, and eſpecially 
cc 1n 
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© © in religious Aﬀemblies,” Thus to abuſe 
the facred and important Moments, which 
we ſpend immediately in the divine Pre- 
ſence, thus to pervert the great Defign of 
Chriſtian Ordinances, and make them the 
Vehicle of fuch malignant Paſſions, isequally 
affronting to God, and pernicious to Men, 
It is calling the Sheep of - Chriſt together to 
be poiſoned under a Pretence of feeding them, 
Alas too inflammable are the Paſſions of 
Men in this degenerate State of Nature, and 
too many are the unavoidable-Occafions of 
Offence. It is not neceſſary that the Mini- 
ſtets of Chriſt ſhould abet their Fury, and if 
T may be indulged in the Expreffion, tear 
out ſome of the moſt important Leaves of the 
Book of God, to give Fire to the fatal 
ö wok . 

Ir is always proper to be upon our Guard 
here, and 2 10 bh 05 more e than 
« when the Petulance and Bigotry of others 
«© has given the Example and begun the At- 
„ tack,” Nature will be rouſed on ſuch 
Provocation, and is ready to ſpring forward, 
and enter into the Contention with a fierce 
Delight : But it will be our fareſt wiſdom 
in all fach Cafes, to leave it off before it be 
medaled with (f), remembring our relation to 
Him who endured the Contradiftion of Sin- 
ners againſt bimſelf (g), and being reviled, 

g | | revi led 
(f) Prov. xvii. 14. (2) Heb. xii. 3. 


[ 
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reviled not again (h), but in calm Silence 
committed bimſeſf to Him that judgeth right- 
eoufly, 

Permit me to add, that in proportion 
to the Degree in which God has diſtin- 
« guiſned any from their Brethren by pecu- 
« liar Abilities, or more eminent Services 
te they ſhould be ſo much the more careful 
e to diſtinguiſh themſelves by Meekneſs and 
“ Candour.” As James expreſſes it, whoſo 
is a wife Man, and endowed with diſtinguiſh- 
ing Knawledge among you, let him eſpecially 
illuſtrate bis Meekneſs of Wiſdom (i). The 
loweſt Underſtanding, the meaneſt Educa- 
tion, the moſt contemptible Abilities, may 


ſuffice to give hard Names, and to pronounce 


ſevere Cenſures. A harſh 4natbema may be 
learnt by Heart, and furiouſly repeated by 
one that could ſcarce read it, and, as was in 
truth the Caſe in ſome antient Councils, may 
be ſigned by thoſe that cannot write their 
Names, But true Catholiciin of Temper is 
à more liberal thing, it proceeds from more 
enlarged Views, it argues a ſuperior Great- 
neſs of Mind, and a riper Knowledge of 
Men and Things. And the Man who is 
bleſſed with ſuch Advantages ſhould be fo 
much the more ſolicitous, that he does not 
on any Provocation add the Weight of his 
Example to ſo bad a Cauſe as that of Un- 
charitableneſs always is. He owes it to God 

| and 

(h) 1 Pet. ii, 23. (i) Jam, iii, 13. 


| 
| 
| 
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and to the World that ſuch an Influence be 
employed to the happy Purpoſes of healing: 
the Wounds of the Chriſtian Church, and of 
conciliating the Affections of good and wor- 
thy Men towards each other, till their united 
Counſels can regulate its Diſorders, and re- 
ſtore to it a Form more worthy of itſelf. 
* ALL theſe Precautions will be more eaſy 
% to us, in Proportion to the Degree in 
„ which we labour with dur own Hearts, 
* to ſubdue the inward Workings of Pride 
« and Vain-glory.” And for this Purpoſe 
let us often review the too voluminous Hiſ- 
tory of our own Miſcarriages in Conduct, 
and Miſtakes in Judgment ; and it will make 
us leſs confident in ourſelves, leſs ſevere and 
over-bearing in our Treatment or Cenſures 
of others. On the other Hand, let us look 
upon tbe Excellencies of our Brethren rather 
than their Defects, and, let it always be the 
Joy of our Hearts to dwell in our Thoughts 
upon what is brautiful, rather than what is 
exceptionable ; and to trace, eſpecially in 
thoſe whoſe Advantages for them may ſeem 
to have been inferior to our own, the Evi- 
dences of Wiſdom, and Humanity, of Bene- 
volence, and Piety. For this Purpoſe, it is 
much to be deſired that Chriſtians of differ- 
ent Sects, while this Diverſity muſt ſubſiſt 
among us, ſhould be ready as Providence 
gives wat Opportunity to form Acquain- 
tance with each other, and alſo that their 
Reading 


— 
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Reading ſhould not be confined merely to 
Authors of their own Sentiments, which of- 
ten feeds Bigotry, and ſhuts out Candour at 
its firſt Entrance. An enlarged Acquaintance 
will infallibly convince us that all Truth and 
Goodneſs is not confined to one Denomination 
of Chriſtians, nor among the Patrons of any 
of thoſe Opinions, for which we have been 
inclined moſt eagerly to contend, Now 
when we are perſuaded of another, that God 
has received him, we ſhall be more cautious 
how we preſume either to jadge or deſpiſe 
him (k), and when we ſee Excellency in fo 
many Reſpects ſuperior to our own, we ſhall 
not exalt ourſelves highly on the Advantage 
we enjoy in being, as we muſt indeed ſup- 
poſe we are, right, in that particular in which 
we are obliged to differ from Perſons we fo 
highly eſteem. Perhaps faid one of the 
greateſt and moſt excellent Men our Country 
has ever produced, I mean Mr. Howe ; 
Perhaps the reaſon why, in ſome diſputable 
e Points, I have ſeen farther than ſome of 
* my Brethren, is, becauſe their more ele- 
* vated Minds have been employed-on great- 
er and nobler Objects, which has prevented 
their looking ſo minutely into theſe par- 
** ticular Queſtions, (1) ” | 


F By 


(k) Rom. xiv. 3. N | : 

(1) N. B. I well remember this to be the Sentiment, 
but not having marked the particular Paſſage, I cannot 
be certain as to the Words. 
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By ſuch Means as theſe I hope ſomething 
may be done towards mending the Appear. 
ance of things among us, and reconciling the 
Hearts of contending Chriſtians to each other, 
eſpecially if we do not inſiſt too rigorouſly on 
the Hiſtory of former Wrongs and Injuries; 
for which we have all too much reaſon to 
bluſh, nor unwarrantably charge the Iniqui- 
ties of the Fathers upon the Children. 

THERE is great Reaſon to hope that the 
Endeavour of every fingle Perſon in his Sta- 
tion to promote mutual Union and Love by 
Methods like theſe, will in ſome Degree be 
effectual; nor let us be diſcouraged, though 
it be not immediately ſucceſsful, to the full 
Extent of our Wiſhes, 

IT may too juſtly be ſaid, with regard to 
the Evils with which we are to contend, in 
ſuch a Caſe, that the Fathers have eaten ſour 
Grapes, and the Childrens teeth are ſet m 
edge (m). Too many have from their ten- 
dereſt Years been taught to place a part of 
their Religion in the Severity with which 
they cenſure their Brethren, and a peccant 
Humour, ſo early wrought into the Conſti- 
tution, will not eaſily be ſubdued by the 
moſt ſovereign Medicines, That very Re- 
flection, however, ſhould teach us to take 
te great Heed that we do not convey unkind - 
<* Prejudices into the Minds of the riſing Ge- 
« neration,” but that Youth be educated 

among 


(m) Ezek. xviii, 2. 
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among us, in more open and generous Senti- 
ments, that they be taught to reverence true 
Chriſtianity whereſoever they ſee it, and to 
judge of it by Eſſentials rather than Cireum- 
ſtantials. Let this be our Care, and it is 
more than probable, that our Children may 
rejoice in the Shade and Fruit of theſe Trees 
of. Righteouſneſs, which our Hands have 
planted, and I hope it is not a vain Preſage 
that it will be ſo: For bleſſed be God the 
preſent Seaſon is mild and favourable to ſuch 
an Attempt, and I am perſuaded none living 
have ſeen a Criſis, which ſeemed more en- 
couraging and inviting to theſe labours of 
Love. ; | 
Bu r here, as in every other reſpeA, Nei- 
ther is be that planteth any thing, nor he that 
watereth : But God, that giveth theIncreaſe (u). 
Him therefore let us humbly and earneſtly 
e invoke, for the benign Influences of his 
« Holy Spirit; whoſe great Office it is to 
heal and ſweeten, to purify and elevate the 
Mind, and in every Senſe, to take away the 
ſtony, and to produce and cheriſh the tender 
Heart. And oh may the God of the Spi- 
rits of all; Fleſh, the God and Father of our 
Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, who is the Author of 
Peace and Lover of Concord, hear the 
Prayers in which our Hearts would unite 
with all our Brethren : humbly interced. 
ing for the Proſperity of the univerſal 
Church : 


(n) 1 Cor, iii. 7. 


: | 
eee Candour, '&c „ 
Goat: That it may be ſo guided 4d 
<< poyerned by his good Spirit, that all who 
<« profeſs and call — Chriſtians, may 
ec be led into the way of Truth, and hold 
*« the Faith once delivered to the Saints in 
cc Unity of Spirit, in the Bond of Peace, 
« and in Righteouſneſs of Life, _— 
ec Wer ao —_ WAI 
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